THE TRAINING OF  A RULER
The power of a nation is the resultant of numerous
elements, and these are not exclusively military.
Still, I must admit that hitherto, as far as the
general opinion is concerned, the position of a
nation has greatly depended upon its military
strength. Down to the present time, people have
regarded the capacity for war as the synthesis
of all the national energies."
"Till yesterday,"  I interpolated.  "But what
about to-morrow?"
"To-morrow?" he reiterated sceptically. "It is
true that capacity for war-making is no longer
a dependable criterion of power. For to-morrow,
therefore, there is need of some sort of inter-
national authority. At least the unification of a
continent. Now that the unity of States has been
achieved, an attempt will be made to achieve the
unity of continents. But as far as Europe is con-
cerned, that will be damnably difficult, since each
nation has its own peculiar countenance, its own
language, its own customs, its own types. For
each nation, a certain percentage of these charac-
teristics (# per cent, let us say) remains completely
original, and this induces resistance to any sort
of fusion. In America, no doubt, things are
easier. There eight-and-forty States, in which the
same language is spoken and whose history is so -
short, can maintain their union."
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